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Dr. Marc Rius
University of Southampton

Title: The cross-phyla study of marine
ecosystems using molecular data

Abstract: A persisting problem in ecosystems’ research is that
many studies overlook inconspicuous biodiversity. This is
particularly critical as understanding whole-community species
richness is key to accurately assess ecosystem functioning.
Although recent developments in molecular techniques have
facilitated detailed studies of previously unexplored biodiversity,
many ecosystems remain understudied. This is the case for a
wide range of marine ecosystems as the composition of their
ecological communities remains largely unknown. This talk will
present a number of projects that have used molecular
techniques to provide unprecedented resolution in the detection
of marine species across the tree of life. In addition, studies
testing how whole-community composition of these ecosystems
is affected by different stressors will be presented.
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